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SRTR began releasing monthly CUSUM charts on July 1, 2013, following a recommendation made during 

the Consensus Conference on Transplant Program Quality and Surveillance in February 2012. The 

CUSUM charts are intended to provide programs with as near to real-time data as is feasible to support 

their internal quality improvement initiatives. The following points should be considered when using 

these CUSUM charts: 

1. The CUSUM chart is designed to track outcomes over time within an individual transplant 

program. It is not designed to compare programs to each other or to rank programs by quality. 

Therefore, the CUSUM charts are only provided to transplant programs through the secure SRTR 

website. 

2. The OPTN Membership and Professional Standards Committee (MPSC) will continue to use the 

traditional program-specific reports (PSRs) to make determinations as to which programs are in 

need of further review. SRTR will resume publication of the PSRs in early 2014 now that 

alternate sources of independent death data have been identified.  

3. The data used to produce monthly CUSUM charts DO NOT go through a formal data review 

period by the programs to ensure data completeness and accuracy. Due to the lag in accessing 

supplemental deaths data, the CUSUM charts potentially suffer from incomplete ascertainment 

of death data. SRTR acknowledges this limitation and continues to provide the reports giving 

programs monthly opportunities to review their data. Data used to produce the PSRs DO go 

through a data review period prior to the data being provided to policy-oversight bodies such as 

the MPSC and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) for formal program 

evaluation. We believe this data review period is a crucial step in the process. 

SRTR hopes that the CUSUM tool will be useful to transplant programs in improving the outcomes of 

transplant recipients. Continuous quality improvement initiatives will ultimately reflect positively on the 

formal performance evaluations.  


